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represent genuine knowledge, i.e. they deal with nothing false execpt that to which the Qur“an
itself refers - e.g. the ideas passed from per - Islam period to early Islam.

It is an unsound idea to assume that because the knowledge of the Qur“an and prophetic
traditions is a product of the mind it does not have a religious identity. The mind itself cannat,
in some cases, do without the help of religion. Furthermore, we cannot say that everyone is
able to get access to the subtle kind of knowledge owing to the fact that different pcople enjoy
different grades of competene.

The present article expounds on the idea of "the religious identity of all the contents of the
Qur’an and prophetic traditions”, and criticizes the opposing views.

A Survey of "Mawaddah" Verse _ Ali Akber Baba“i
The Qur’anic verse which is known as mawaddah, "1 do not ask of you a wage for this,
except love for the kinsfolk', manifests the remarkably eminent station and excellent status of
the Household of the prophet.

All shi “ite commentators of the Qur an as well as a group of sunni commentators affirm
that the kinsfolk (qurba), referred 10 in this verse, are the Household of the Prophet and they
consider it an honour particulariy awarded to the Household of the Prophet.

Shi ‘ite and sunni narrations all admit that the people meant by kinsfolk (qurba) here are
four - i.e. Ali, Fatima, Hassan and Hussayn (Allah ‘s blessings be upon them). According to
some other narrations, "kinsfolk" refers to the nine infallible Imams that succeeded the four,
as well.

The love for the fourteen infallibles is, therefore, incumbent upon every believer. In fact
this love is a blessing to the believers because it shows them the way of guidance and
guarantees safety from all sorts of straying.

Reason in the Qur an Muhammad Ali Mubini
The word "reason” is used by the Qur’an in its actual sense , i.e. a kind of perception that
concerns not only the apparent meaning but the real meaning, as well. The Qur“an sees that
such kind of perception requires more than the mental activity, hard efforts have to be made
s0 that safe and sound human nature and refinement of the soul will be accessible.

According to the Qur’an, reason cannot do without revelation, and it is by revelation that
reality is realized. With the committment to the apperant sense of revelation, one may be
granted deliverence from chastisement , even though one °s percertion is not that deep.

The present article seeks to discuss the position which reason has in Islam and in
the Qur’an.



Abstracts

Gnosis and Morals in Islam Professor Muhammad Tagi Misbah
According to the values system in Islam, the value of man s actions has much to do with man
‘s intention. The value of man “s action is not necessarily connected to the quaunity of one “s
actions; some actions might seem little but they are of great value.

In fact it is good intention that determines the value of an action. It might be that man “s
motives for performing acts of worship differ as to whether they are of individual or social
character. In other words, when one performs acts of worship that have individual character,
which are of no advantage to the other people, as in the case of praying and fasting; there is a
low possibility of detecting such motives like false show and ostentation. But in the case of
acts of worship that have social character - e.g. building mosque, school, hospital,... etc - false
show and ostentation are more distinct.

Benefaction can most likely be characterized by false show and ostentation. In his advice to
Abdullah ibn Jundob, Imam Sadiq (upon him be peace) underlines this point and says:

"Donate nothing before people intending to be praised by them, for one who seeks
ostentation, will be repaid by people only. Your donation should be in such a way that when
your right hand gives something to others, let your left hand know nothing. When you secretly
donate, you will be repaid one day by Allah before the creations. Besides, this kind of act
guarantees safety in this life."

Understanding Qur “anic Texts; Presumption and Certitude
' Muhammad Kazim Shakir

When Allah created man, He provided him with the ablity of expression to help him

communicate with the others by puiting together words and expressions in a specific order.

Thus Allah has shown man how to perceive reality and invited him to meditate and
contemplate upon His signs relating hotizons, spiritual world and theological world, and urged
him to step forwards steadily towards sublime objectives by making use of sound thoughts, and
precise and flawless perceptions.

The thoughts in all kinds of Quranic verses direct man towards the acquisition of
knowledge, certainity and definite conclusion. That is why the Qur an lays emphasis on the
knowledge of fixed and definite ideas and avoids learning things which are full of
presumptions and doubts. Recently the reverse happens; some research projects are raising
doubts about the entire framework of religious knowledge.

The question that arises here is how far our perception of religious texts, particulary the
Qur“an, is reliable and satisfactory - i.e. whether it is sound and definite or mixed with doubt.

The present article first explains three degrees of knowledge: certitude, presumption and
doubt.

Then it evaluates the different ways of understanding Quranic texis.

Do not Deprive the Thirsty of Life - Water Mustefa Karemi
All the contents of the Qur“an and the prophetic traditions, whose authanticity - regarding its
source and its soundness - constitute religious beliefs. Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to
hold fast and to be committed to the precepts and learnings they have. These two - the
Qur“an and the prophetic trditions - are impeccable, for they are of Divine origin and



